
Mission Statement
Foster a vibrant spirit of Christian Stewardship and generosity to create a perpetual source of earnings, which strengthens the financial capabilities of St. Paul’s UMC  

 and assists the church in fulfilling its stated mission “St. Paul’s United Methodist Church: a people GATHERED, FORMED, and SENT by God’s Grace.”

August 2026
A Living legacy

Established June 10, 1975

Foundation Board 
Dave Mahlke 
Chair
Brad Hart 
Vice Chair
Cindy Edge 
Secretary
Nancy AntonJensen  
Cynde Clymer
Greer Fry
Bob Gilchrist
Ann Ghoske
Lana Lodge
Lois Mather
Gregg Nelson
Bob Rush
Rev. Jonathan Heifner 
Lead Pastor
Stephanie Locke 
Church Council Chair 
Matt Preston 
Ministry of Finance Chair
Miriam Mackey 
Director of Ministry Support

Executive Director
Linda Henecke 
 
C: 319-389-4684
Lhenecke@StPaulsUMC.org

Treasurer
Cindy Wilson 
 
Cwilson@StPaulsUMC.org

1340 Third Ave SE
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Thursday Sept. 17, 2026
11:30 – 1:00

Be inspired by stories and reminders that God is always there for us.  
Learn more about the Foundation and its mission to be always there for St. Paul’s Church. 

Enjoy a time of fellowship with St. Paul’s friends in the Wesley Center

RSVP by Sept. 10 to Lhenecke@StPaulsUMC.org 

Everyone is welcome at  
the Foundation Luncheon!

Come Celebrate With Us!Come Celebrate With Us!
Here’s a look at the impact of Foundation distributions on church ministries 

and missions in just 5 years. 

2022	 $316,683 + $175,935 = $492,618

2023	 $263,679

2024	 $267,858 + $50,000 campaign gift = $317,858

2025	 $292,867 + $300,000 campaign gift = $592,867

2026	 $327,831 + $100,000 ELC playground = $427,831

Total distributions = $2,094,853
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A Living legacy

When Sarah (Doolittle) Evanschwartz and her husband Adam were asked if they 
wanted to donate and join the John Wesley Heritage Society, it was a “no brainer” 
for them. In fact, the decision might be the result of many years of nurturing and 
belonging at St. Paul’s from the time they were young!

As they reflected on their growing up at St. Paul’s, their core values were 
established and nurtured by leaders and families.  

•	 God is Love—not a punishing God threatening you with “hell” or expecting 
perfection.

•	 Community means belonging in your church but extends beyond your 
“comfort zone” to be inclusive of others. 

•	 Caring about social justice issues like poverty and mental health is part of the 
Christian call to serve.

•	 Need for “Safe places” where critical thinking and questions are welcomed and status and popularity don’t matter.

Amid the learning, reflecting, and “travel talk” on the mission trips, Adam and Sarah also found time to realize that at 17, “Sarah 
would consider going out with Adam!”  This shifted their relationship which endures today when they celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary! After high school, both attended the University of Northern Iowa which led them on a spiritual path that eventually took 
them to Florida for Adam to pursue flight school and back to Cedar Rapids in 2006. With Adam rediscovering his Jewish roots, Sarah 
converted, and they started teaching Sunday school as their family grew to add Noah, Chavah, and Ari. After Covid and then Sarah’s 
mother’s passing, she felt the pull of St. Paul’s as home.

Sarah attributes her experiences at St. Paul’s to her career and work in social work and mental health counseling. Not only were the youth 
introduced to missions that addressed social justice issues, but they were encouraged to process what their own roles as Christians 
are—including loving and supporting those in tough situations. She came back to St. Paul’s to work with FOCUS and SPRINT programs 
throughout the years. She wants to build something, particularly through Hildegard Circle, by hosting Clear Lake Cabin events for women 
and families to feel connection and belonging.

A final value Sarah and Adam have passed on to their kids from mission trips and youth leaders, “Leave it better than you found it.” This is 
what they hope to see by their gifts to St. Paul’s Foundation.

Foundation Member  
Spotlight

As a new school year begins, we share love and prayers with these 
St. Paul’s students who finished high school and are beginning 
new adventures.  Amelia Mardorf, attending ISU; Helen Mackey, 
attending Tulane University; Kami Crittenden, attending Grand 
View University; Harper Keck, attending UNI; Elle Crilley, attending 
Kirkwood.  Love and prayers are also shared with Beatrice Hamisi, 
not pictured, who is determining her next steps.   

Thanks to all who contribute to Foundation scholarship funds to 
support these students as they continue to learn and grow. 

Best Wishes St. Paul’s Students!
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Investments at the  
Greater Cedar Rapids 
Community Foundation

Welcome Cindy Wilson!

The Foundation is pleased to welcome Cindy Wilson as Foundation 
Treasurer! 

Cindy is the youngest of six children and grew up on their family’s 
farm outside of Scotch Grove.  She attended Kirkwood Community 
College and Mount Mercy College, where she graduated magna cum 
laude with her BBA in Accounting.  

Cindy met her future husband Bill while they were attending Kirkwood.  They married in 
1997 and have been blessed with two children, Halas, and Leonora, who are now adults.  
Bill has worked for Hy-Vee since 1987 and is assistant manager in the Wilson Ave. Wine 
and Spirits department. 

Cindy works at Waypoint Services for Women, Children and Families as Senior Staff 
Accountant.  She has worked there for 15 years.  She continues that role in addition to serving the Foundation.  She has a wealth of 
experience, including work at Twisters Gymnastics, Amana Furniture Shop and Amana General Store appliances, and United Way.  Part of 
her United Way duties involved working for the Linn Area Long Term Recovery Coalition after the flood. 

Cindy loves being with friends and family.  Her hobbies include crafting and decorating cakes (notice her handiwork!).  

She is a huge Disney fan and loves going to Walt Disney World.  Cindy and Bill were members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church and their children attended Trinity Schools through 8th grade.  They are now members of First Lutheran 
Church.  Cindy has sung with contemporary worship bands at both churches.

Cindy shared that her beginnings at St Paul’s have been wonderful.  Everyone has been very welcoming as she 
learns her new role.  St. Paul’s is lucky to work with Cindy and benefit from her many talents!

St. Paul’s members share their love for the 
church in many ways!  In addition to gifts that 
are made directly to St. Paul’s Foundation, 
several members have made investments 
at the Greater Cedar Rapids Community 
Foundation (GCRCF).  Those investments have 
been earmarked for St. Paul’s ministries.  The 
Foundation gives thanks to these families, and 
all others who have added gifts to these GCRCF 
Foundation funds.  Your gifts are another way to 
make eternal differences for St. Paul’s Church.

Fun fact!  Did you know that St. Paul’s children 
and youth activities are funded each year by 
endowment gifts (those investments at St. 
Paul’s Foundation and the Greater Cedar Rapids 
Community Foundation)?  That provides relief 
for the general budget of the church.  If you 
would like to support these ministries and 
provide added assistance to the general budget, 
consider an investment in either of these 
Foundations.  

Greater Cedar Rapids 

Community Foundation Funds

Gary and Susan Speicher fund – to support youth ministries

Pearl A. and Rodney W. Speicher fund – to support music ministries

Wes and Nancy Nygren fund – to support Congregational Care ministries  

David and Sherri Justice fund – to support youth ministries

Russell W. and Ruth E. Landis fund – to support Church operations

St. Paul’s UMC Foundation Friends fund – to support Foundation operations

St. Paul’s UMC Foundation Agency fund – to support Foundation operations

Impact of GCRCF Funds

As of April 2026

Total assets  =  $562,608 2026 distributions  =  $22,258
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We remember, with love, these faithful St. Paul’s members.   
Their support for St. Paul’s ministries will continue without end, because of their generous gifts which are invested permanently in 

Foundation endowments. We thank you for creating a bright future for St. Paul’s Church.

Dean Beer, St. Paul’s member, 1977 – 2026                               Kristine Yahn, St. Paul’s member, 2009 - 2026

In Loving Memory 

Lord,
help me  to remember  

that nothing is going to happen to me today  
that you & I together can’t handle.


