
GATHERING

Welcome

Opening Song
For the Beauty of the Earth

Moment of Impact
Miriam Mackey & Carol Hedberg

FORMING

Prayers of the People

The Lord’s Prayer

Life of the Community 

Sharing the Peace of Christ

Gospel Lesson
Matthew 21.33–46 NRSVUE

Holy Conversation
Rev. Jonathan Heifner

The Great Thanksgiving

Giving the Bread & the Cup
Tithes and offerings may be brought forward at this time.

Prayer after Communion

SENDING

Sending Song
Bring in the Year of Jubilee

Dismissal with Blessing

PUBLISHING CREDITS The liturgy is reprinted with permission from The United 
Methodist Book of Worship, © 1992 The United Methodist Publishing House.
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LOVE GROWS A pledge is a response to God’s generosity and a promise to be partners in 
God’s work through our gifts. On Sunday, October 18, we’ll celebrate Pledge Sunday and 
invite you to prayerfully pledge your giving for 2027. Complete an Estimate of Giving card 
in the back of the Sanctuary or pledge at stpaulsumc.org/giving-and-generosity.

SOMETHING NEW IS TAKING SHAPE … The St. Paul’s History Team has been hard at 
work gathering photographs, stories, and pieces of our past and present for a new Our 
Story display outside the sanctuary. Keep an eye on the hallway in the coming weeks—
you may just see a little history taking shape right before your eyes!

CHURCH CONFERENCE Our Circuit of United Methodist Churches will have our annual 
Church Conference today at 2:00 p.m. at St. Mark’s UMC. Come celebrate ministry, affirm 
the vision and lay leadership, and address other important business for the year ahead.

BLOCK PARTY Join St. Paul’s and our Wellington Heights neighbors for a Block Party 
today from 3:00–5:00 p.m. It will include congregational talent on stage, games for all 
ages, a collaborative art project, a social justice project booth, kids’ crafts, free fall foods, 
and time to chat with friends old and new! Please do not park in the 2nd Avenue lot 
from 12:00–6:00 p.m. You can park in the 14th Street lot, near the Annex, or on the street.

PROTECTIVE ACCOMPANIMENT Join a Protective Accompaniment on the first 
Tuesday of each month, including this Tuesday, October 6, at 7:30 a.m. Together we 
will sing songs of resistance and stand with immigrants checking in at the Cedar Rapids 
ICE Office.

ENCORE CAFÉ Seniors are invited to join the Heritage Area Agency on Aging for 
a monthly Encore Café lunch at St. Paul’s on the first Wednesday of each month, 
including this Wednesday, October 7, at 11:30 a.m. There is a suggested donation of 
$5 (or $10 for those under 60). Reservations are requested by 1:00 p.m. Tuesday by calling 
319-398-2585.

THE VOTE IS SACRED The Vote Is Sacred 2026 is Interfaith Alliance’s nationwide cross-
country bus tour to protect our democracy and empower people of faith to get out the 
vote in the midterm elections. Join them at St. Paul’s this Wednesday, October 7, from 
6:30–8:30 p.m.

UMC LAITY DAY Join Iowa United Methodist Church Bishop Kennetha Bigham-Tsai and 
other leaders for a free Laity Day on Saturday, October 10, from 9:30 a.m.–3:00 p.m. 
Lunch is provided. Please register on our website by this Wednesday.

PRAYERS God in your mercy, hear our prayer FOR HEALING AND GRACE: Matt Preston 
(Tamera); FOR THOSE IN HOSPICE CARE: Allan Brundell (Tamera Preston’s father), 
Kathee McCright, Mary Milbrath (Judy Fitzgibbons’ family); IN MEMORY OF: Michael 
Barton (Jacob Guelff’s uncle), Chuck Gardner

CHANCEL FLOWERS Billy and Sarah Clymer donate flowers in honor of their fathers,  
Bill Thompson and Bill Clymer.

ROUNDTABLE PREACHING TEAM Chris Crilley, Bill Daylong, Jeff Garner, Stephanie 
Heifner, Kim Jacobson, Quinn Jensen, & John Nollsch

WORSHIP ATTENDANTS Rev. Jonathan Heifner, lead pastor; Rev. Daniel Niyonzima, 
associate pastor, African Nationals; Georgana Ridnour, slide presenter

Discover worship services, upcoming events, and 
more at St. Paul’s UMC on our What’s Happening 
page. Scan the QR code to learn more.
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